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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A polymer electrolyte membrane comprising a highly fluorinatcd 
polymer comprising: a pcrfluorinatcd backbone, first pendent groups which comprise sulfonic 
acid groups, and crosslinks comprising trivalent groups according to the formula: 



?he-polymer-eleGtrolyte-^ wherein said first pendent groups are 

according to the formula: -O-CF2-CF2-CF2-CF2-SO3H. 

4.-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A method of making a polymer electrolyte membrane comprising the 
steps of: 

a) providing a highly fluorinated polymer comprising: a perfluorinatcd backbone. 

first pendent groups which comprise sulfonyl halide groups, and second pendent groups 
which comprise nitrite groups: 

b) , foiming s aid fluoroppfr mer into a membrane; 

c) trimerizing said nitrile groups to form crosslinks; and 

d^ converting said sulfonvl halide groups to sulfonic acid group s 
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a^&laim-T-wherein said first pendent groups are according to the formula; 



-0~CF2-CF 2 -CF2-CF2-S0 2 X. 
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I. 0, (Currently Amended) A method of making a polymer electrolyte membrane comprising the 
steps of: 

a) providing a highly fluorinated polymer comprising: a perfluorinated backbone. 

first pendent groups which comprise sulfonyl halide groups, and second pendent groups 
which comprise nitrile groups: 

b) forming said fluoropolymer into a membrane: 

c) trimerizing said nitijle groups to form crosslinks; and 
d) converting said sulfonyl halide groups to sulfonic acid groups: 

wherein said second pendent groups are selected from -CsN and groups according to the 
formula: -R^-C^R where Rl is a branched or unbranched perfluoroalkvl or perfluoroethcr 
group comprising 1-15 carbon atoms and 0-4 oxygen atoms; and 

¥h c - moth ed ^coording to claim 8 wherein said first pendent groups are according to the formula: 
-O-CF2-CF2-CF2-CF2-SO2X. 

II. -16. (Canceled) 

17. (Original) A polymer electrolyte membrane made according to the method of claim 9, 

18. (Original) A polymer electrolyte membrane made according to the method of claim 10. 

19. -22. (Canceled) 

23, (Currently Amended) A polymer membrane comprising a highly fluorinated polymer 
comprising: a perfluorinated backbone, first pendent groups which comprise groxips according to 
the formula -SCbX where X is F„ CI Br, OI-L or -Q-MT 1 ", where is a monovalent cation, and 
crosslinks comprising trivalent groups according to the formula: 
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Th e p &lj^^m^bfane-aeGor4ing-tQ-&kim-3-l- wherein said first pendent groups are according to 
the formula: -O-CF2-CF2-CF2-CF2-SO2X. 

24.-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A polymer comprising a highly fluorinated polymer comprising: a 
perfluorinated backbone, first pendent groups which comprise proups according to the formula 
-SO2X. where X is R CL Br. OR or -Q-M + where M+ is a monovalent cation, and crosslinks 
comprising trivalent groups according to the formula: 
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: fhe^olyffler-aecording to ■ claim 25 wher< 
formula: -0-CF2-CF2-CF2~CF2-SC>2X. 




28. (Canceled) 



